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Meetings as specified are held at the School 
of Mines and Industries, Lydlard Street Sth., 
Art Bullding, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 
FROM CROCKERS, cnr. STURT AND ARM- 
STRONG STS., BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 
FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 


HALF DAY* “rine 


Excursion - Working Bee. Sunday June 7 


The half day excursion, to the Linton Nature 
Reserve, will provide time to both enjoy the 
natural surroundings and clear some of the 
noxious weeds from the block. In addition to 
normal field-outing gear please bring hoes, 
mattocks, gloves, or other appropriate equip- 
ment for dealing with thistles! 


The Reserve is situated at the old 92 mile post, 
just west of Linton on the Skipton road. 
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NEW MEMBERS 


i) 


Williamson Close and lengthy observation of 
water rat, both in water and out- 
Lake Wendouree. Seven Y.T. 
Black Cockatoos in Nth. Ballarat. 
Dalman Many Y.T. Black Cockatoos 
observed at Eden,South East N.S.W. 
Spicer Hundreds of Sulphur crested 


Cockatoos observed at Colignan , 
North West Victoria. 

Dowling Approxe 100 Y.T.#%Cockatoos feeding 
on Stone Pines at Seppelts Winery, 
Great Western. 

Binns Another Bat species taken by cat 
Pleasant St. Ballarat — Chocolate 
Wattled “Bat (Chalenolobus ispecies) 

Burgess Displayed unusual fungus from 
lawn; egg sacs of spiders. 


A sincere welcome to the following new members; 
Michail O'Mara 
Barbara Hahs and family. 


Excursion to Barwon Heads and the Queenscliff 
Marine Studies Centree April 5th. 


This was a popular excursion attended by more 
than thirty of us, including children,on Sunday 
the 5th of Aprile We were joined by old friends 
Mary White and Joan Anderson of Anglesea, and 
met our leader Bernie O'Callahan at Queenscliff 
at 10-45 aem. We soon moved over the dune and dowr: 
into the inter-tidal mone where the marine life 
described and explained by our leader was to hold 
an interested audience for the next two hours. 

Molluses seen included limpets which with their 
masping tongue feed by scraping algae from the 
rocks; huge clumps of mussels—-they are filter 
feeders, and in turn are consumed by predatory 
fish; periwinkles and chitons which also feed by 
meraping algae off rocks; the elephant snaii, 

@ very large grazing snai}; the warrener which 
grazes: on algae, and itself is food for birds 
and fisho Carnivorous molluscs examined were 
the dogwinkle which feed on other molluscs by 
extracting the flesh through holes drilled in 
the shells, and on mussels by forcing the valves 
apart; and the corinella a: ravenous feeder of both 
plant and animal matter. Several corinella soon 
- reacted to a piece of limpet placed on the sand 
of a rockpool, their little syphons coming up 
through the sand and their keen sense of smell 
enabling them to quickly locate their meal. 

Seaweedis, we were told, exist mainly in three 
colours:—brown — kelp and neptune's necklace; green 
- sea lettuce which exists in wet places only, and 
is eaten by sea animals; and red — corraline algae 
whose branched fronds are hardened by calcium 
carbonate. 

Other interesting life were the sea nymph, a 
flowering plant for which pollination occurs 
under water in the spring; the sea anenome, 
which despite its floral appearance is a sea 
animal which captures prey by means of stinging 
cells on the surface of its tentacles; and the 
cunjevoi, a sea squirt, a filter feeder which 
when touched squirts water from its siphonse 


Echinoderms included the attractive brown and 
Orange coloured biscuit star, and the purple sea 
urchin which feed on brown seaweed and are 
themselves food for fish and birds 

The afternoon was: spent at the Marine Study 
Centre at Queenscliff. We spent fifteen minutes 
at the pier using a plankton net to "fish" for 
Plankton and on return to the centre had an 
interesting time viewing our "catch" under the 
various microscopes. Other live and preserved 
specimens were also seen under the microscopes, 
while the mollusc tank proved extremely interesting 
especially for the children. 

Our thanks to Bernie O'Callahan for a really 
interesting and educational outing enjoyed by all. 

JeH.N. 


Lake Condah/Mt. Eccles Excursion. _ 

A most enjoyable weekend was spent by 16 - club members a: 

Lake Condah Reserve and Mt. EcclesNational Park. 
The facilities at Lake Condah were very good. In addition 
to the cabin accommodation there 15 a large common room with 
kitchen dnd we were all able to sit and enjoy our meals around 
one large table. Unfortunately the weather was not the best 
on Friday evening and one couple (who shall not be named 
because it is too embarrassing) made two and a half circular 
tours before finding the Reserve entrance. Another couple 
did a little better; they only passed it twice! 

Saturday was spent with the ranger and his brother in 
law who took us on a tour in two four wheel drive vehicles, 
We then found out why our own cars would not have made the 
journey. It was, to say the least, a most exhilarating and 


exciting drive. 


4. 


We visited the Lake area where there was only a small 
patch of water left. We also saw the stone shelters (see 
May issue of News Sheet) and the fish traps which were far 
larger than most of us had envisaged. Our guides still put 


them to good use. 


The Kerrup-jmara built stone-walled houses on high ground beside Lake 
Condah as shown in this sketch. 
Inset: The remains of a stone house. 


The V-shaped stone races channelled water to woven nels placed behind 
openings in the fish traps at the apex of the ‘V"’. 


The rangér ,John Lovett, made a great impression on us 
(see poem). He was most knowledgeable and we finished the 
very bumpy tour with a real appreciation of Aboriginal life 
and culture. 

On Saturday evening we had a ‘get together' and played 
a number of games of a not too intellectual nature. Thankyou 
Florence and Greg. It is amazing how people and newspapers 
¢an ba transformed into native flora and fauna, even if 


some of the flora were somewhat wilted and the fauna likewise 


— 


By 


bedraggled. 

On Saturday we took a reluctant leave of the Reserve 
and went to Mt. Eccles. It was decided to take the one hour 
walk around the rim of Lake Surprise (it must have been timed by 
an Olympic Marathon runner!). in route we went into a basalt 
cave which is VELY, different from the more common limestone 
caves. Very small stalactites were in evidence but there 
were no corresponding stalagmites. (Quickly - which suspend 
and which grow upwards?) 

We intend to keep in toucn with the Rangr and will make 
another visit to Lake Condah in 'the wet' when the bird life 
is more abundant; more about that at a later date. I am sure 
if you can make make it you will not regret it. 

Birds seen were: Fan tailed cuckoo, Red broed finch; Yellow 
rumped thornbill; Shelduck; Littie grebe; Little pied cormorant; 
Long billed corella; White ibis; Egret; Spur wing plover; 
Blue wren; Wagtail; White eared honey eater; White throated 


tree creeper;Scarlet robin; Blue winged kookaburra. 


THE ABORIGINAL 
Today I heard a man speak of tis culture and his race. 
I saw here, for the first time, the true Australian's face. 
His love, pride and:sincerity were obvious to me. 
It was as if, through his eyes, the dreamtime I could 
see. 
This love, pride and sincerity in everything he said 
Made me feel very chastened and this thought went through 
my head. 
If men of every nation could view life just as he 
Oh! what a far far better place this world of ours would be. 


T.B. 
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WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 
CAMP -OUT AT MT. GAMBIER - 3,4, and 5 April 1987. 


The camp was held at Pine Lodge Holiday Camp which 
is about 15 km north of Mt. Gambier. 


On Friday night two excellent speakers told us about 
the climate, geology, hydrology, soils and drainage of the 
south-east of South Australia. 


One of these speakers, Fred Aslin, is engaged in a 
study of the distribution of snails and slugs and would 
welcome the receipt of specimens in a plastic bag from the 
Ballarat region ( more details from H. Hooper.) 


On Gaturday a bus load of visitors and a few from 
local Field Naturalist Societies had a marvellous day - 
departing at 8.30 and returning at 5.30. Our hosts pointed 
out the major geological featuresof the area west of Pine 
Lodge down to Cape Northumberland. Several stops were made 
to see some of the plants, two brolgas, a amall crater lake, 
and a horrible hole ( “Hell Hole” ) into which one could 
fall about 40 feet to water level and the only way out would 
be to fly out or climb up a rope ladder if such a facility 
happened to be in position ! Visitors from Victoira were 


surprised to learn that enough clean, fresh water flows out 
to sea east of Cape Northumberland in a year to supply the 
water requirements of Adelaide. 


At the meeting of WVFNCA the Motion that an annual 
danation of 9500 ( available from Kingston Tours ) be made 
to World Life Fund was defeated. 


After the meeting Bob Beck, a member of one of the 
local FN societies gave a talk on the development of an 
intewst in natural history and nature conservation in the 
SE of Sth. Aus. 


A splendid event in perfect weather ! 


HK. 


PAPILIONACEAE ( Fabaceae ) 
Group 3 : Ten stamens united around the ovary. 


Near Ballarat there are three genera with species that 
are native and three with species that have been introduced 
viz. : Cytisus -Brooms, C cytisus. = Tree Lucerne, Ulex - 
Furze or Gorse. 


Key:- 
Stamens form a tube completely closed around ovary 
Leaves and branches spiny; flowers yellow; shrubs 
x Ulex 
Leaves and branches not spiny 
Leaves 3-foliate ( i.e. 3 leaflets to a compound 
le af ) calyx has 2 lips and the lips have small 
teeth. Small shrubs or trees x Cytisus 
Stamens form a tube which is open on one side 
Anthers uniform = pod flattened 
Leaves of 1 leaflet ( or absent ), usually 
alternate, flowers pedicellate, petals glabrous 


( no hairs ) Bossiaea 
Leaves opposite, lamina with three or more 
points, flowers sessile Platylobium 


Anthers with two forms (dimorphic ), pod may be 
flattened. Leaves simple, lanceolate 


: 
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Flowers blue, solitary or in clusters of 2 or 3 
in upper axils Hovea 


H.H. 


BOTANY NOTES = Coastiny ved poe £ 


Committee Meeting 


The next meeting of Committee will commence at 
8pm, Wednesday June 24, at 12 Pleasant St. Sth. 


